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own scheme. It was not here that he chose to seek the
experience he needed. Nor did he attach himself to
one of the growing drapers in the fashionable West
End of London. He preferred to begin among the old-
established firms in the City and work his way through
shopkeeping practice along traditional lines.

His intention was to pass systematically from one
situation to another, always seeking to enter the em-
ployment of some firm where he could pick up infor-
mation and -experience in a department which he had
not yet mastered. His first position was with R. Willey
and Co., whose shop was at Nos. 15 and 16 Ludgate
Street. Here he stayed fifteen months, serving behind
the counter. Then he decided he knew enough about
retailing, and would do well to gain acquaintance with
the wholesale side of drapery. One fine morning,
accordingly, Whiteley left Willey's, and next day took
a situation at the Fore Street Warehouse, which then
traded as Morrison and Dillon. It was an outstanding
firm, known all over the country, and Whiteley could
hardly have made a better choice for his purpose. He
remained at the Fore Street Warehouse for the next
five years, save for a short break of three months in
the middle. This was occasioned by what he called " a
very tempting offer " which he had from his old firm,
Harnew and Glover's, to return to Wakefield and take
the place of a retiring partner. Whiteley hesitated,
agreed to go on trial, but soon found that he could
never settle down in the Provinces after London; so at
the end of the three months he went back to Fore
Street, where his old employers were only too pleased
to take him again*

It was Whiteley's habit to measure himself against
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